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Our misson is to be the finest example of an electric cooperative 
where excellent service, competitive rates and concern for the 
consumer, community and environment guide our every action.

~YOUR POWER PARTNER ~

A  WORD FROM THE GENERAL  MANAGER

Celebrating A Safety Milestone
As you prepare to celebrate 
the upcoming holidays, I want 
to take a minute to mention 
a milestone recently passed 
by your electric cooperative. 
On Oct. 3, 2021, CFEC had 
completed 1,000 days without 
a lost-time accident. That’s 
two years, eight months and 
27 days without an on-the-
job injury or event significant 
enough to cause a CFEC 
employee to be out of work 
or lose time. And the streak 
continues at the time of this 
writing.

Why is this a significant milestone? It means that everyone at 
CFEC values safety. The meetings, trainings and safety practice 
events are top-of-mind for employees as they work to keep 
power flowing to your home or business. 

The Value Of Safety
An accident costs in many ways. Besides a worker’s 
compensation claim, other costs can include damaged tools 
or equipment, a worksite shutdown costs for investigation 
purposes, possible Occupational Safety And Health 

Administration fines, reasonable accommodation costs and 
potential legal fees. 

If an employee is injured to the point they are out of work 
for a time or put on a lighter duty, this disrupts the flow and 
reduces efficiency in our work teams. A significant injury and 
reduced productivity often erode employee morale. 

An Impressive Feat
Keeping power going 24 hours a day in all kinds of weather is 
no small task. CFEC Safety/Loss Control Coordinator Jonathan 
Polk breaks down the numbers as follows. 

“All 104 CFEC employees have contributed to breaking 
1,000 days without a lost time accident. CFEC employees 
have worked 548,426.15 hours, driving 3,138,441.9 miles, 
maintaining 4,365 miles of energized line, and 87,235 poles, 
keeping power to all 35,092 active meters since the last lost 
time accident 1,031 days ago,” Polk says.

While the safety record of 1,771 days without a lost time 
accident is still a long ways off, our Members should be proud 
of the work CFEC’s employees do to stay safe and reduce 
costly accidents. 

So, if you see one of your cooperative employees in the 
coming days, join me in congratulating them on their hard 
work and dedication to safety at CFEC. 

General Manager 
Denny George

To go 1,000 days without a lost time accident, all 104 CFEC employees:
• Worked 548,426.15 hours 
• Drove 3,138,441.9 miles
• Maintained 4,365 miles of energized line, plus 87,235 poles
• Kept power going to 35,092 active meters! 
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Keeping Members Safe and Secure
Central Florida Electric Cooperative works diligently to 

provide electric service to members with safety and 

security in mind. Keeping you safe and respecting the 

security of your property are important as well. 

Because CFEC is responsible for servicing and maintaining 

all lines and equipment up to the point where the power 

comes into the home or business, we must be able to 

access the lines and equipment. 

Property Access

The signed Application of Membership grants CFEC 

access to your property. This easement outlines the 

rights and privileges the cooperative has with regards 

to constructing, operating and maintaining electric 

distribution lines and related facilities. This includes 

supporting structures necessary for safe and efficient 

operation. The easement includes the right to trim, cut 

and keep clear trees, limbs and undergrowth, under and 

around lines.

Gate Locks
CFEC understands that some Members have locked gates. 

However, this cannot impede the cooperative from their 

work. What will happen in this instance? After notifying 

the Member, CFEC personnel will install a separate lock as 

shown in the picture. 

CFEC personnel will use their own lock to access the 

property. Members should not remove CFEC’s lock, and 

CFEC will not remove the Member’s lock. Lack of access 

to the property may prevent restoration in the middle of 

the night or when the member is away from their home.

This picture shows the round lock placed 
by CFEC on the left and the Member’s 
lock to the right.

MEMBER INFORMATION

CFEC's LockMember's Lock

Locked Gate? Here’s What We Will do
If a Member has a locked gate on their property where 
CFEC personnel needs access, we will install a separate 
lock for that purpose. This lock will be used by CFEC to 
access the property as needed. If you need a CFEC lock 
added to your gate, please contact a Member Services 
Representative at (352) 493-2511.
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HOLIDAY  EVENT  CALENDAR

Celebrate The Season!
November 26 - December 26: 

• Christmas Train at Kirby Family Farm, Kirby Family Farm 
19630 NE 30th Street, Williston. We welcome you to 
the 2021 Christmas Train at Kirby Family Farm! It’s our 
10th year hosting this Holiday fun for the whole family. 

December 4

• Williston Winter Wonderland, Christmas Parade 
and Light Up Williston, Heritage Park Pavilion, 116 N 
Main St, Williston, FL 32696, 4 pm - 9 pm. Games and 
activities for kids, plus SNOW! Events are free. 

• Tour of the Town hosted by the Withlacoochee Gulf 
Area Chamber of Commerce. Take a tour of historic 
Inglis and Yankeetown, starting at 11 am at Just 
Between Us at Firefly Vintage and end the day at 2 pm 
at the fabulous Blackwater Grill and Bar in Yankeetown. 
There are several stops and points of interest along 
the way that include shopping, touring, and historical 
information.

• Fanning Springs Family Christmas, boat parade and 
movie night, 5:30 pm.

December 10

• Down Home Christmas, formally known as Christmas on 
Main Street, will now be held at the Depot/Greenway 
trails area, along Lancaster Avenue and NW First Street, 
and the pocket park next to the water tower in Trenton, 
from 6 pm to 8 pm. Events include the popular ice slide 
and Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus, plus prizes and raffles 
including bikes, kayaks and tablets. 

December 11:

• The Greater Chiefland Area Chamber of Commerce’s 
Christmas & Winter Festival, Trailhead Park 121 S Main 
Street, Chiefland, 8 am - 8 pm. Events include: Rudolph 
Fun Run, visit with Santa & Mrs. Claus, lighted parade, 
arts & crafts, entertainment, food, children’s activities, 
free bike raffle.

• Christmas Circus at Two Hawk Hammock, 17950 NE 
53rd Lane, Williston, 12 pm to 4 pm. Food, arts & 
crafts, plus live music. $12 in advance, $15 at door, $10 
military, first responders & seniors, kids are free.

• Christmas in the Quarry at Cedar Lakes Woods & 
Gardens, 4990 NE 180th Avenue, Williston. Starting 
December 11 from 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm. and again on 
Dec. 12, 18, 19, 20 and 23. 

• See how the Cedar Lakes botanical paradise transforms 
into the snowy winter wonderland! The botanical 
gardens will be lit from head to toe for you and your 
family to walk through and experience. You’ll leave with 
a red Rudolph nose and a green thumb! Adults: $10, 
Children (6-13): $5, children under 6 are free.
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Top 10 
Holiday Safety Tips

1.  Inspect electrical decorations for damage before use.  
Cracked or damaged sockets, loose or bare wires, and loose connections  
may cause a serious shock or start a fire. 

2.  Do not overload electrical outlets.
Overloaded electrical outlets and faulty wires are a common cause of holiday 
fires.  Avoid overloading outlets and plug only one high-wattage appliance 
into each outlet at a time.  

3.  Never connect more than three strings of incandescent lights.
More than three strands may not only blow a fuse, but can also cause a fire.  

4.  Keep tree fresh by watering daily.
Dry trees are a serious fire hazard.  

5.  Use battery-operated candles.
Candles start almost half of home decoration fires (NFPA).

+ -

6.  Keep combustibles at least three feet from heat sources.
A heat source that was too close to the decoration was a factor in half 
of home fires that began with decorations. (NFPA).

7.  Protect cords from damage.
To avoid shock or fire hazards, cords should never be pinched by furniture, 
forced into small spaces such as doors or windows, placed under rugs, 
located near heat sources, or attached by nails or staples.  

8.  Check decorations for certification label.
Decorations not bearing a label from an Independent testing laboratory 
such as Underwriters Laboratories (UL), Canadian Standards Association 
(CSA) or Intertek (ETL) have not been tested for safety and could be 
hazardous.  

9.  Stay in the kitchen when something is cooking.
Unattended cooking equipment is the leading cause of home 
cooking fires (NFPA).

10.  Turn off, unplug, and extinguish all decorations when going to sleep or 
leaving the house. 
Unattended candles are the cause of one in five home candle fires. Half of 
home fire deaths occur between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. (NFPA).

HOLIDAY  SAFETY  T IPS



Central Florida Electric Cooperative  YOUR POWER PARTNER6

Citrus Pecan Bars

A FRUITY  TWIST  ON DESSERT

INGREDIENTS
• Crust
• ½ teaspoon orange zest, grated
• 5 sticks unsalted butter, room 

temperature
• ¾ cup sugar
• 3 extra-large eggs
• ¾ teaspoon pure vanilla extract
• 4 ½ cups all-purpose flour
• ½ teaspoon baking powder
• ¼ teaspoon salt

• Topping
• 2 pounds pecans, coarsely 

chopped
• 1 cup Orange Blossom honey
• 1 ½ teaspoons orange zest, 

grated
• ½ teaspoon grated lemon zest
• 1 pound unsalted butter
• 3 cups light brown sugar, packed
• ¼ cup heavy cream

PREPARATION
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. To prepare crust, beat the butter and granulated sugar in the bowl of an electric mixer fitted 
with a paddle attachment, until light, approximately 3 minutes. Add the eggs, vanilla, and orange zest and mix well. Sift 
together the flour, baking powder, and salt. Mix the dry ingredients into the batter on low speed until just combined. Do not 
overmix. Sprinkle the dough and your hands lightly with flour. Press the dough (it will be very sticky) evenly into an ungreased 
18 x 12 x 1-inch baking sheet, making an edge around the outside.  Bake for 15 minutes, until the crust is set but not browned 
and allow to cool.

For the topping, combine butter, honey, brown sugar, and zest in a heavy-bottomed saucepan. Cook over low-heat until butter 
is melted. Raise the heat and boil for 3 minutes; remove from heat and carefully stir in heavy cream and pecans. Gently pour 
over crust. Bake for 25 to 30 minutes or until the filling is set.

Skillet Peach Cobbler

• 6-8 peaches, sliced
• ⅓ cup sugar
• ⅓ cup brown sugar
• 1 teaspoon pure vanilla 

extract
• ½ lemon, zested and 

juiced
• 1 teaspoon cinnamon
• Dash of nutmeg
• Topping
• 1 cup all-purpose flour

• 2 tablespoons sugar
• 2 tablespoons brown 

sugar
• 1 ½ teaspoons baking 

powder
• 6 tablespoons butter, 

chilled and cubed
• 6-8 tablespoons milk 

(must be cold)

INGREDIENTS

PREPARATION
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Assemble topping first so the dough has a few minutes to relax. Combine the flour, sugar, brown 
sugar, and baking powder in a mixing bowl. Using your fingers or a pastry cutter, cut in the butter until the flour resembles 
large crumbs. Add the milk a few tablespoons at the time until the dough comes together. The dough will be slightly sticky; set 
dough aside while the filling is made.

Slice the peaches and place in a mixing bowl (the peach skin can be left on or removed). Add the sugar, brown sugar, vanilla, 
lemon zest and juice, cinnamon, and nutmeg; stir to combine. Spray the cast iron skillet (or 8-inch square baking pan) with 
nonstick cooking spray. Pour the filling in the skillet and top with a spoonfull of dough. Bake for 20-25 minutes until the 
topping is cooked through and golden brown.



To Report A 
Power Outage:
• Call: 1-800-227-1302 or 352-493-

2511, follow the prompts of the 
Automated Outage Response 
system.

• Use the CFEC Connect App: On the Home page, 
click “Report An Outage,” select the issue 
causing your outage and the information will 
be submitted.

• Online: Click on the “report outage” button 
located at the top of the website. Fill in the 
“Identify Outage Location,” form and click 
“submit.” 

~YOUR POWER PARTNER ~

MEETING NOTICE:
The Board of Trustees for Central

Florida Electric Cooperative, Inc., meet on 
the fourth Monday of each month
at 5 p.m. at the Cooperative’s main

office in Chiefland. Members are always 
welcome to attend.

• In Office / Drive-Through – Payments can be 
made at any CFEC location during working 
hours. Payments can also be placed in the drop-
box at each location after hours.

• By Mail – Mail payments to:
Central Florida Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
P.O. Box 9, Chiefland, FL 32644. Please allow 
sufficient time for delivery or payment may be 
received as late.

• Phone / Online – Payments can be processed 
through our third party provider, SEDC. A $2.50 
service fee will be charged by SEDC per $500 
transaction and is NOT a CFEC charge. Payments 
made through SEDC are posted to the member’s 
account at the time of payment. Pay By Phone 
at 352-493-2515 or toll free at 844-434-3962. 
Pay online at www.cfec.com.

• Bank Draft – Payments can be made 
automatically by bank draft by filling out a form 
and mailing or dropping it off at any CFEC office. 
The form can be found at cfec.com under the 
“Documents” tab. Returned checks or payment 
arrangements cannot be processed by these 
banks.

• Bank Locations – Payments can be made at 
any Drummond Community Bank location or 
at the Lafayette State Bank in Bell, Fla., during 
their normal working hours. Returned checks or 
payment arrangements cannot be processed by 
these banks.

Payment Options: Let’s Talk About Dogs 
CFEC is asking that members be aware of 
the danger that can happen with your pet. 
Any dog can become aggressive or bite if it 
feels threatened by a stranger entering the 
property. It is never the intention of CFEC 
personnel to hurt your pet; however, they 
will protect themselves from a dog bite as 
necessary. Remember these points:

• Any dog can become aggressive if it feels scared or 
threatened.

• CFEC personnel must have access to members’ property 
from time to time. 

• The best option is to remove the dog from the situation 
by taking it inside or temporarily putting it in a pen where 
it will feel safe. 

• Don’t attempt to hold back your dog by its collar, which 
also reinforces the dogs’ fear of the stranger and can lead 
to an attack should the dog get free.

• A “bad dog” sign will not keep CFEC personnel from 
entering the property to conduct their work.
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~YOUR POWER PARTNER ~

CENTRAL FLORIDA ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC

MAIN OFFICE
11491 NW 50th Ave.
Chiefland, FL 32626-3247
352-493-2511
or 800-227-1302

Physical Address/Payment Locations

MAIL ADDRESS
P.O. Box 9
Chiefland, FL 32644-0009

CROSS CITY OFFICE
207 NE 210 Ave.
Cross City, FL 32628
352-498-7322

INGLIS OFFICE
167 Highway 40 West
Inglis, FL 34449
352-447-3553

ADDITIONAL PAYMENT LOCATIONS
Drummond Community Bank 
Lafayette State Bank (Bell only)
For a complete listing of payment locations, 
go to www.cfec.com.
This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

www.cfec.com
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Attention High School Juniors
Apply now for the 2022 Electric Cooperative Youth Tour! We are 
accepting applications in the search for six high school juniors 
from our service area to go on the Tallahassee Youth Tour, Feb. 
16-17, 2022. More information and an application can be found 
on the CFEC website at www.cfec.com under the “Youth Tour” 
tab.

Submit the completed application to your school’s guidance 
counselor, drop it off at any of our CFEC offices marked 
“Attn: Member Services,” or email it to mredd@cfec.com or 
adeloach@cfec.com. 

Application Deadline: Dec. 6, 2021!~YOUR POWER PARTNER ~


